
        APPENDIX 1 
 

COPELAND HIGHWAYS WORKING GROUP 
 

 
Minutes of a Meeting of the Copeland Highways Working Group held on Friday 12 
April 2019 at 10.00 am at Lillyhall Depot, Workington 
 
 

PRESENT: 
 

Mr K Hitchen (Chair) 
 

Mr M Hawkins 
Mr FI Morgan 
 

Mr CP Turner 
Mr CJ Whiteside 
 

 
Also in Attendance:- 
 
Mr K Cosgrove - Highways Network Manager (Copeland) 
Mr D Hamilton - Democratic Services Officer 
Mr M Reeves - Traffic Management Officer 
Ms G Elliott - Area Manager - Copeland 
 
 

 PART 1 – ITEMS CONSIDERED IN THE 
PRESENCE OF THE PUBLIC AND PRESS 

 

 

 
1 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 
Apologies were received from Mr M S Barbour, Mr D Wilson and Mr A Wonnacott.  
 
 
2 MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING 
 
RESOLVED, that the minutes of the previous meeting held on 13 February 

2019 be agreed as an accurate record. 
 
It was noted that paragraph 1 of minute 159 there was misspelling of the word 
‘received’.  
 
 
3 ENGLAND'S COASTAL PATH 
 
Members heard a presentation from Natural England and Cumbria County Council’s 
Countryside Access Officer on the plans for the Copeland stretch of  England’s 
Coastal Path.  
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It was explained by the Countryside Access Officer that the purpose of the 
presentation was to show members where preparation work and safety 
assessments were currently taking place so as to open the Copeland stretch in 
2020.    
The representative of Natural England gave members some background regarding 
the England Coastal Path project and explained some of the complexities in creating 
a country-wide project. She discussed the infrastructure involved such as sign 
posting and gates, the permissions necessary and the ecological constraints. She 
described the initial stage of the project as the point at which Natural England write 
to groups and communities to seek advice, ideas and criticisms which can then be 
used to inform the report they would then publicise to interest groups and the 
Secretary of State. She informed the members that  there would then be a 8 week 
call in period whereby the public could make representations to Natural England. 
 
The Coastal Path was developed in stages, the Allonby to Whitehaven section had 
opened and work was now to focus on each of the other stages so as to have the 
entire Cumbrian section open by 2020. The breakdown of the areas and ther 
 

 Gretna to Allonby Stage 4: Determine  

 Allonby to Whitehaven Open to the public  

 Whitehaven to Silecroft Stage 5: Open  
(not yet available for public use - work to establish the route is 
currently taking place)  

 Silecroft to Silverdale Stage 2 and 3: Develop and Propose  

 Walney Island Stage 5: Open  
(not yet available for public use - work to establish the route is 
currently taking place)  

 Silverdale to Cleveleys Stage 2 and 3: Develop and Propose  

 
She informed members that for the first time people will have the right of access 
around all of our open coast. As part of this work a coastal margin is being identified 
which includes all land seaward of the trail. the area between the path and the tide 
would, with these proposals, become open access. She went on to describe how in 
the event of coastal erosion or other coastal change, it would be possible to roll 
back the line of the trail. This means the route could move without Natural England 
having to go to the Secretary of State for approval, so that response to natural 
changes - such as erosion - is managed quickly.  
 
The Coastal Path was developed in stages, the Allonby to Whitehaven section was 
open and work was now to focus on each of the other stages so as to have the 
Cumbrian section open by 2020.  
 
The Countryside Access Officer showed members an interactive map which 
highlighted the locations at which it had become necessary to merge the coastal 
path with the highways. There were originally 12 locations in Copeland where 
highways had been assessed to check the necessity of ‘pedestrians in road’ signs 
or new speeding restrictions. Officer confirmed that if these areas of the coastal path 
were to be promoted then some of these conditions may have to be considered.  
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Members raised concerns about sections of path extending from St Bee’s head to 
Nethertown where the roll back powers may need to be exercised around the cliff 
and where a temporary diversion bypassing the railway station may also need to be 
considered due to the permissions not being granted by National Rail. The Local 
Member asked Officer’s whether the Parish Council had been consulted and the 
representative from Highways England confirmed that they had and will continue to 
be consulted as doing so will aid in finding a suitable by-pass and keep the project 
moving forward. Members and officers discussed road walking as a temporary 
solution for by-passing problematic areas. The representative of Natural England 
admitted that the opening of the stretch of path past Sellafield will likely be held up 
due to ecological issues and due to erosion on the pre-existing NDA funded 
cycleway.  
 
On the interactive map, the Countryside Access Officer followed the path 
southwards down the coast and then inland towards the River Irt. He explained to 
members that funding was in place for the design and build of a new river crossing 
to continue the path onwards towards Hall Carleton. From High Carleton to Salcoats 
there would need to be significant road walking sections where signage will be 
considered. Around Ravenglass there will be an alternative route in place that 
moves in land as the primary coastal path area is often susceptible to flooding.  
 
There was a detailed discussion regarding Duddon Bridge in Milllom and officers 
informed members that there would be a meeting where a proposed pedestrian 
crossing would be discussed.  
 
The representative from Natural England assured members that their input was 
much appreciated and asked for their contact details to be shared.  
 
It was AGREED that Natural England would deliver an update on England’s Coastal 
Path as an agenda item for the September meeting of Copeland Local Committee.  
 
Members thanked the representative of Natural England and Countryside Access 
Officer for their informative presentation.  
 
 
4 HIGHWAY NETWORK MANAGERS UPDATE 
 
Members had before them a report from the Highways Network Manager which 
provided Copeland Highways Working Group with an update on Highway Network 
matters from the last quarter.  
 
Local Scheme Delivery Plan 19/20 
 
He began by informing members that work had now concluded on scheme delivery 
for 18/19 and that the Local Committee will be issued with the annual year book 
highlighting the improvements that had been made to the Copeland Highway 
Network.  
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Officers were also in the closing stages of concluding a number of schemes relative 
to the additional £800,000 worth of funding received from Department of Transport. 
At the time of the report the last couple of schemes are approaching completion. 
This includes the A5086 Rowrah and Whinlatter Road in Mirehouse.  
 
Work on the scheme delivery 19/20 had begun with work ongoing on Roper Street 
and Church Street in Whitehaven. Which will be followed by some pre surfacing 
dressing patching planned to the A595 Ponsonby to Salty Hill.  
 
Members reported on the positive feedback received from the public regarding the 
improvement works that had took place on Whinlatter Road. Concerns were then 
raised regarding a road in Cleator that members suspected needed to be 
resurfaced. Officers assured members that this was on their radar.  
 
Routine Gully Maintenance 
 
The Highways Network Manager provided members with a with an indication of 
programmed gully cleansing, including recent whereabouts and planned cleansing 
activities.  
 
He noted that as was previously reported to Members the gully cleansing revenue 
budget was forecasting an overspend due to an increase in volume of waste and 
increase of waste disposal charges. He informed members that there would soon be 
a meeting about the regularity of cleansing where it would likely be proposed that all 
gullies are serviced on an 18 month cycle with some higher risk areas getting 
cleansed more frequently.  
 
A discussion took place about whether the budget was sufficient to cover the rising 
cost of gully cleansing. The Highways Network Manager explained to members how 
the saving and virement of funds from street lighting would help fund the delivery of 
the service. It was proposed that more work be done to strengthen the relationship 
with Copeland Borough Council so as to better plan and coordinate road sweeping 
with the routine gully maintenance to save on the cost of waste disposal.  
 
It was AGREED that this would be brought up at the next meeting of Copeland 
Local Committee.  
 
Planning Applications  
 
Members were provided with an overview current key planning applications in the 
Borough and were presented with a map that shows the locations of live planning 
applications.  
 
Members discussed with officers the proposed Whitehaven Relief Road and then 
raised concerns about the road access to the new housing which will be built around 
Whitehaven, particularly in the Red Lonning area. Members were informed that a 
planning application for new access and egress on to the Whitehaven Academy site 
which was also being considered.  
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Additional Funding Update 
 
Members were given an update on the accelerated DfT funded schemes that 
needed delivered prior to the financial year end. The total cost allocated to 
Copeland was £844k. Details of the sites identified are provided below 
 

 Santon Bridge 

 Asby to Kidburn Gill 

 A5086 Crossgates, Lamplugh 

 Chapel Street, Egremont 

 Main Street, Egremont 

 Bookwell, Egremont 

 A5086 Townhead Bridge, Egremont 

 Abbey Vale, St Bees 

 Woodend, Egremont 

 A595 Bootle Village 

 A5093 The Oaks, Millom 

 Lancashire Road, Millom 

 A5086 Rowrah 

 Preston Street, Whitehaven 

 Earls Road, Bransty 

 Queen St, Sandhills Court, Whitehaven 

 Whinlatter Road, Whitehaven 
 
Most of the schemes referred to above have been concluded with the exception of 
Whinlatter Road and A5086 Rowrah.  
 
Whitehaven Parking Strategy 
 
The Highways Network Manager informed members of the parking study which will 
review the parking in Whitehaven town centre and its train stations. Members then 
discussed the increased parking on Bransty Hill and Officers assured them that this 
would be considered in the parking study.  
 
North Shore Road (National Productivity Investment Fund)  
 
Work expected to start on site during June 2019 with completion in March 2020. 
Further detailed updates on proposed traffic management will be available and 
discussed with Members once the successful contractor has been appointed. It is 
recognised that locally the utmost must be done to keep disruption to a minimum, 
for example avoiding temporary lights during peak hours.  
 
Permit Scheme  
 
The Highways Network Manager took members through a presentation which 
described the county wide changes to the Permitting Scheme which would aim 
minimise disruption from road and street works activities.  
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The presentation outlined the following key areas:-  
 

 Why introduce a Permit Scheme? 

 What are the objectives? 

 Key Document – The Permitting Scheme Document  

 Key Document – Executive Summary  

 Key Document – Fee’s and discount document  

 What has been completed? 

 What is happening now? 

 Internal Considerations 

 What is happening next? 
 
It was added that with the introduction of the scheme those applying to carry out 
road and street works would need to give adequate notice and supply a deadline 
date and that these dates could be challenged if they appeared unrealistic. This 
would allow for better management of street works, would better equip Cumbria to 
publicise roadworks in advance and bring the authority in line with other local 
authorities.   
 
Infrastructure Planning 
 
The Highways Network Manager provided a verbal update to members on strategic 
matters relating to Infrastructure Planning. The update included informing members 
that the Sellafield Transport and Movement Plan had been issued but a response 
from the Borough Council was yet to be released.  
 
Whitehaven Heritage Lighting  
 
Members were informed of the centrally funded LED replacement scheme which 
hopes to replace Whitehaven’s old heritage lights with more efficient and cost 
effective LED lighting. A discussion took place about taking the scheme to the 
Copeland Borough Council for agreement.  
 
Update on Holmrook 
 
Members discussed a residents concern over changes to the speed limit at 
Holmrook. It was AGREED that an update be brought to the next meeting. 
 
 
5 DATE & TIME OF NEXT MEETING 
 
The next meeting of the Copeland Highways Working Group will be held at 10:00am 
14 June 2019 at Lillyhall Highways Depot.  
 
 

The meeting ended at 12.10 pm 
 


